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WE ARE A PUBLIC BENEFIT CORPORATION with the mission “to engage more investors, entrepreneurs, and 
advisors in a market where financial returns are linked to positive social impacts.”

10TH YEAR
hosting a public 
event to highlight 
impact investing in 
Chicago

8,692
individuals reached 
about impact 
investing through 
our events and 
others in the past 2 
years

8,175
subscribers 
receiving our 
monthly newsletter 
about impact 
investing

Venture Capital and 
Private Equity 
strategies at work for our 
investors and to build the field, 
with $124M AUM



SESSION #1 - April 5th, 12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m. CT
Governments as Impact Investors

SESSION #3 - April 19th, 12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m. CT
Foundations as Impact Investors

SESSION #2 - April 12th, 12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m. CT
Individuals as Impact Investors

PRESENTED BY

SUPPORTED BY

SESSION #4 - April 26th, 12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m. CT
Private Funds as Impact Investors



SESSION #4:

PRIVATE FUNDS AS IMPACT INVESTORS

Exploring the role of private funds as impact investors, and how they aggregate 
and deploy capital on behalf of governments, individuals, foundations, and others

Tue, April 26, 2022, 12 - 1PM CDT JESSICA DROSTE YAGAN
Moderator

Feyi Olopade Ayodele
CEO

Cancer IQ

Tasha Seitz
Partner

Impact Engine

Perteet Spencer
Co-Founder
AYO Foods

Sergio Suarez
CEO

Tackle AI

Mindi Knebel
Founder & CEO
Kaizen Health

Andy Zopp
Managing Partner

CAST US



Impact through 
businesses that 

base their 
operations where 
jobs are scarce or 
offer little upward 
mobility can drive 
positive impact in 

that place

PLACE

Impact through 
businesses or 
funds that are 

founded by and/or 
create opportunity 

for people 
historically 

underserved by 
existing markets

PEOPLE

Impact through 
products and 
services that 

directly create 
positive impact 

while driving 
revenue

PRODUCT

Impact through 
businesses that 
actively manage 

and improve 
environmental, 

social, and 
governance (ESG) 
impacts  through 
business process

PROCESS

Impact through the 
disruption of 

existing paradigms 
can create change 

at the systems 
level

PARADIGM

IMPACT INVESTING: INTENTIONALITY & MEASUREMENT
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Ventures Funds I (2015), II (2018), and III (2022)
Accelerator Funds 

(2012-14)

All data as of 12/31/21 unless noted with *, which is as of 9/30/21, or with **, which is as of 3/1/22
1 - AUM is calculated with 12/31/21 valuations for Accelerator, Venture I, and Ventures II funds and 9/30/21 valuation for Private Equity Fund I

100% Impact Investor Since 2012

We have invested in 6** funds and 68** companies, have $124M AUM1, and have been recognized as a 
leading impact firm by Impact Assets for 4 years in a row.

Private Equity Funds I (2019) 
and II (2022)



Data is as of 3/1/22.
Confidential & Proprietary - 4/13/22 – See Disclaimer for important information

Multiple Layers of Impact in Our Work

Impact with
our investors

● Thought partnership on 
personal and institutional 
impact investing strategies

● Regular educational events 
and blog posts to share why 
we invest and what we are 
learning

Impact through 
our investments

● 100% of our investments are 
made with an impact theory of 
change and metrics 

● ESG and DEI are core 
considerations to help our 
companies manage as they 
grow

● Investing early in new 
companies and funds

Impact on the
finance industry

● Women-owned and led

● Our team is 63% women 
and 69% non-white 

● We have invested in 
companies led by 33% 
women CEOs and 36% 
non-white CEOs since 
2012
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● Our investment approach requires strong alignment between financial and social returns, typically through the company’s 
core product. 

● Every step of our investment process reinforces this relationship: Side letters, impact commitment agreements, and 
advisory seats create engagement and accountability with investees. 

● We measure and report impact bi-annually.

● We also review for ESG risks and support proactive improvement on material ESG issues, including DEI.

ENVIRONMENTAL 
SUSTAINABILITY

ECONOMIC 
OPPORTUNITY HEALTH EQUITY

Investment Impact with Depth and Rigor



Impact Thesis and S-E-A Metrics for Every Company
We develop an impact thesis and agree on a pragmatic yet meaningful set of impact metrics with every portfolio company, then we seek 
improve impact fidelity over time. We are often the first investors to bring up impact metrics with each company.
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SCALE 
METRICS

EFFECTIVENESS 
METRICS

ACCESSIBILITY
METRICS

+ How many people are impacted by 
the company? 

+ How many units of impact are 
generated by the company?

+ What is the efficacy of the 
solution?

+ To what degree are people impacted?     

ᐩ Who is impacted by the company, and 
to what degree are they underserved?

No matter how compelling the company, 
its impact is limited unless it is serving the 
customers that truly need it.

How Much?
How Much?
What Risk 

Contribution?
Who?
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ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITYECONOMIC 
OPPORTUNITY HEALTH EQUITY

Impact & Financial Returns that are Linked & Scalable

Clean Energy Transition
Energy Efficiency

Supply Chain Solutions
Sustainable Food/Ag

Waste Reduction & Circularity

Hourly & Gig Workers
Upskilling

Responsible Financial Services 
Student Success 

Affordability of Care
Mental & Behavioral Health

Social Determinants 
Virtual Care

Aging
Gender Inclusive Care



ENVIRONMENTAL 
SUSTAINABILITY

ECONOMIC 
OPPORTUNITY

HEALTH EQUITY

Impact Grows with Financial Returns

+ BookNook is a virtual literacy 
and math tutoring platform 
with proprietary software 
and processes that are 
proven effective. 

+ 1.0 reading level 
improvement on benchmark 
(F&P Levels) after using 
BookNook.

+ Workit Health offers an 
end-to-end virtual solution for 
addiction treatment rooted in 
evidence-based care

+ 1,501 individuals completed the 
kickstart module, 60.9% saw a 
reduction in usage and 95.0% 
reported an improvement in 
their quality of life

+ Measurabl is a sustainability 
performance platform for 
commercial real estate that 
provides actionable insights 
and facilitates reporting, 
certification, and compliance.

+ 11,722,322,857 gross sq. 
footage (GSF) of commercial 
real estate using the platform
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Chicago Impact Investing Landscape Funds 2022



Thank you for joining! Please complete our survey. Scan 
the QR code below or follow the link in the chat:

PRESENTED BY SUPPORTED BY

https://forms.gle/hCQC4Xio
2tsCbvAC7


